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A fairy couple in the city of Myth-hattan adopt a baby, Tess, and
when she grows to be a car-sized toddler they know she is a giant.
Tess, however, just wants to be like everyone else. When she tries
to help set up for the big parade, she accidentally crushes one
of the floats and runs off to hide. Soon she hears someone else
who is sad and goes to help, finding a dragon, who happens to be
just her size. After she pulls a thorn from his paw, the new friends
go to watch the parade from a distance—until a runaway balloon
gives the pair an opportunity to save the day.
Giant Tess learns that sometimes what makes us different can
also make us special. The only thing that diminishes this lesson is
Tess befriending a dragon that’s just as big as her. This approach
may give the impression that if you feel left out or different that
finding someone else just like you may be the best way to make
friends. Celebrating our differences and what make us special
may be more generally applicable. The illustrations are full of
fun and bizarre mythological creatures. They add variety to the
images without distracting from the focus through a simplified
palette for peripheral elements. Giant Tess is wonderful and a bit
odd, just like its protagonist.
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